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Vie Martis, .12* Februart, 168. 


THE 
DECLARATION 
| THE 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
AND __ 
COMMONS Aﬀtmbled at Weſtminſter. 
ICE ie nance o ver EouounerJage 


ERS and Miniſters Employ'd by Him, did endeavour 
WER to Subvert and Extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, 
Z and the Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom ; 
- By Aſſuming and Exerciſing a Power of Di 
WY. ane penſing with, and Suſpending of Laws, and the 
RS Exccution of Laws, without Conſent of Parlia- 
ment. | 

By Commitring and Proſecuting divers Wor- 

| thy Prelates, for humbly Petitioning to be Excu- 
ſed from concurring to the ſaid aſſumed Power. 
- By iſſuing, and cauſing to be Executed, a Commiſſion under the Great Seal, 
for ereQing a Court called, The Court of Commiſſioners for Eccleftaſtical Cauſes. 

By Levying Money for.and to the Uſe of the Crown, by pretence of Pre- 

tive, for other time, and in other manner, than the fime was granted 
by Parliament. | : 5 | 

By raiſing and keeping a ſtanding Army within this Kingdom in time of 
Peace, without Conſent of Parliament ; and Quartering Soldiers contrary - 
to Law. | | | 

By-cauſing ſeveral Good Subjets, being Proteſtants, to be Difarmed at the 
fame time, when Papiſts were both Armed and Imployed contrary to Law. 

By violating the Freedom of Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 

By Proſecutions' in the Court of #ivgs-Bench for Matters and Cauſes cogni- 
zable only in Parliqwment ; and by divers other Arbitrary and Illegal Courſes. 

And whereas of late years, Partial, Corrupt, and Unqualified Perſons, have 
been returned and ſerved on Juries in Trials, and particularly divers Jurors 
in Trials for High-Treaſon, which were not Freeholders; 

And Exceſſive Bail hath, been required of perſons committed in Criminal 
Caſes, to elude the benefit of the Laws made for the Liberty of the Subjects. 

And Exceſſive Fines have been impoſed. 

And Illegal and Cruel Puniſhments inflicted. 

And ſeveral Grants and Promiſes made of Fines and Forfeitures before any 
ta aur or Judgment againſt the perſons upon whom the ſame were to 
be levied. 

All which are utterly and dire&ly contrary to the known Laws and Sta- 
$4tes, and Freedom of this Realm. | 

And whereas the faid late King Fames the Second, having Abdicated the 
Government, and the Throne being thereby vacant, 

His Highneſs-the Prince of Oraxge (whom it hath' pleaſed Almighty God 
to make the Glorious Inſtrument 'of Delivering this Kingdom from: 
and Arbitrary Power) did (by the Advice of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
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poral, and divers principal Perſons of the Commons) cauſe Letters to be 
written to the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, being Proteſtants, and other 
Letters to the ſeveral Counties, Cities, Univerſities, Burroughs, and Cinque- 
Portssfor the: Chaſing of ſuch Perſons to repreſent them, as were of Righr 
to be ſent to.Pafliament, to Meet and Sit at Weſtminſter upon the 22d day of 
January in this year 1683, in order:to ſuch kn Eſtabliſhment, as that their Re- 
ligion, Laws and Liberties,might not again be in danger of being Subverted : 
Upon which Lereers Btedhions having been gocordingly made; 

And thereupon rhe faid Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 'and Commons, 
purſuant to their reſpeCive Letters and Eletions, being now Aſſembled in a 
Full and Free RepteſcFative of 'this ,Nation,. taking into their moſt ſerious 
Conſideration the beſt Means for attaining the Ends aforeſaid, do in the firſt 
place '(as their'Anceſtors in like Caſe have. ufyally done) for the Vindica- 
ring-and Aſſerting their Ancient Rights and-Liberties, Declare, 

- That the pretended Power of ;Suſpending of. Laws, or the Execution of 
| Laws, by Regal Authority, without Conſent of Parliament, is Illegal. 

That the pretended Power of Diſpenſing with Laws, or the Execution of 

Laws,'by Regal Authority, as it hath been.aſſumed and exerciſed of late, is 
legal. ; 63 bo As | 
| That the Commiſſion for erecting the late” Court of Commiſſioners for Eecle- 
fraſtical Cauſes, and all other Commiſſions and Courts of the like nature, are 
{legal and Pernicious. ' _ | 
\ That levying of Money for or. to the Uſe of the Crown, by pretence of 
Prerogative, without Grant of Parliament, for longer time, or in other man- 
ner, than the ſame is or ſhall be granted, is Illegal. on 
. Thar it is the'Right of the Subjects to Petition the: King, and all Commit- 
ments and Proſecutions for ſuch Petitioning, are Illegal. b 
| That the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding Army within 'the Kingdom in tim 
of Peace, unleſs it be with Conſent of Parliament, is againſt Law. 
- | - Fhat the Subjes which are Proteſtants may have Arms: for their Defence 
ſaitable"to their Condition, and as allowed by Law. 

That EleQion of Members of Parliament ought to be free. 

- 'That-the Freedom of Speech, and Debates -or Proceedings in Parliament, 
ought not to be impeached or queſjioned in any Court or place out of Par- 
Went; : '! 14-2hs 2 | | 

That Exceſſive Bail ought not-to be required, nor Exceſlive Fines impoſed, 
nor cruel and unuſual Puniſhments inflicted,  ... 

'-» "That Jurors ought to. be duly empannell'd and return'd, and Jurors which 
paſs upon Men in Trials for High-Treaſon ought to be Freeholders. 

That all Grants and Promiſes of Fines and torfeitures of particular perſons 
before Conviction, are Illegal and Void. ; 


And that for redreſsof all Grievances, and for the amending, ſtrengthening 
and preſerving of the Laws, Parliaments ought to be held frequently 

And they do claim, demand,'and infiſt upon all and ſingular the Premiſes, 
as their undoubted. Rights and Liberties; and. that no Declarations, Judg- 
ments, Doings, or Procgedings, to the prejudice of the People, in any of the 
faid Premiſes, ought in any wiſe to be drawn hereafter into Conſequence or 
Example. / | 

To Peoch Demand of their Rights they are particularly encouraged by the 
Declaration of His Highneſs the Prince of Orange, as being the only means for 
obtaining a full redreſs and remedy therein. | 

Having therefore an 'intire Confidence, that his faid Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange will perfe&t the Deliverance fo far advanced by Him, and will ſtill 
175 1 bs 7. | pre- 
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preſerve them from the violation of their Rights,which they have here aſſert- 
ed, and from all other Attempts upon their Religion, Rights, and Liberties ; 

The faid Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons aſſembled at Weſt- 
minſter do reſolve, 

That Wiliam and Mary Prince and Princeſs of Orange be, and be declared, 
King and Queen of Eng/and, France, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto 
belonging, to hold the Crown and Royal Dignity of the faid Kingdoms and 
Dominions,to Them the ſaid Prince and Princeſs, during their Lives, and the 
Life of the Survivor of them ; And that the fole and fall Exerciſe of the 
Regal Power be only in, and executed by, the faid Prince of Orange, in the 
Names of the faid Prince and Princels during their joint Lives ; and after their 
Deceaſes, the faid Crown and Royal Dignity of the faid Kingdoms and;Dvmi- 
nions to be to the Heirs of theBody of the faid Princefs;and tor default of fuch 
Iſſue; to the Princeſs Ann of Dermark, and the Heirs of Her Body; and for 
default of ſuch Iſſue, to the Heirs of the Body of the faid Prince of Orange. 

And the ſaid Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, do pray the 
faid Prince and Princeſs of Orange to accept the fame accordingly. 

And that the Oaths hereatter mentioned be taken by all perions of whom 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy might be required by Law, inſtead 
of them ; and that the faid Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy be Ab- 


rogated. 


IT A. B. do fincerely promiſe and ſwear, That Twill be faithful, and bear true 
Allegiance to Their Majeſties King WILLIAM and Queen MARY. 
So help me God. 


T A. B. do ſwear, That I do from my heart Abhor, Deteſt, and Abjure, as 
Impious and Heretical, this Damnable Doftrine and Poſition, That Princes Ex- 
communicated or Deprived by the Poape,,or any Authority: of the See of 
Rome, may be Depoſed'or Murthered by their Subje&ts, or any other what- 
ſoever. And I do declare, That nm Fireign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, State, or 
Potentate, hath, or ought*to have, any Furiſdittim, Power, Superiority, Pre- 
eminence, or Authority Fccleſraſtical or Spiritual, within this Realm. 


Sohelp me God. 


Jo. Browne, Cleric Parl. 
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Die Venerts 15 Feb. 1688; 


His Majeſties Gracious AngsweR, to the DecLaRaTION of 
Both HOUSES. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, £ 


His is certainly the greateit proof of the Truſt you have in Us, that can 

be given, which is the thing that maketh Us walue it the more ; and We 

thankfully Accept what you have Offered. And as I had mo other Intention in 

coming hither, than to preſerve your Religi\m, Laws and Liberties ; ſo you may 

be ſure, That I ſhall endeavour to ſupport them, and ſhall be willing to concur in 

any thing that ſhall be for the Good of the Kingdom, and to da afl that is in 
My power to Advance the Welfare and Glory of the Nation. 


PX & & © 


Die Veneris 15* Februarii 1688. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral , Aſſembled at Weſtminſter, T hat 
' His Majeſties Gracious Anſwer to'the De- 
claration of Both Houſes, and the Declaration, be 
forthwith Printed and Publiſhed ; And that His 
Majeſties Gracious Anſwer this Day be added to' 
the Engrofſed Declaration in Parchment , to bg 
Enrolled in Parliament and Chancery. . | 
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Þarliamentorum. 
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